Values Corners

What is Values Corners?

Values corners is a critical thinking technique that allows students to form their own opinions about any topic and give feedback to support their decisions.

How does it work? 

The teacher writes a list of statements in advance.  Special care is taken to write statements that are thought provoking, related to curriculum topics, and force students to have an opinion or position. Signs are put up in each corner of the classroom that say “Strongly Agree,” “Agree,” “Disagree,” and “Strongly Disagree.”  Then the teacher reads a statement. Students think about the statement and what their thinking is on the statement. Then students move to the corner in the classroom where the sign most accurately represents their thinking. The teacher waits for all students to stop moving—all students must move to a corner. No one may stand in the middle of two corners! Then the teacher asks for volunteers under each sign/in each corner to explain their thinking. These ideas are shared with the group.  It may be necessary to set up some ground rules in advance so that the viewpoints of various students can be respected. This often depends on the type of questions/ curriculum topics being dealt with.  Sometimes the teacher wraps up the activity by asking the group whether their thinking have changed after the perspectives of the groups have been shared/heard.

Why does this work?: This exercise is used to help students to:1) recognize they have values, 2) discern what these values are, and 3) practice explaining their thinking to others.  It MAY also expose students to varying viewpoints and challenge them to reconsider their ideas and initial thinking.  There is group accountability for each individual’s positions so there is generally mature and thoughtful decision making going on when this strategy is used.  This activity is valuable in promoting student’s feelings of comfort when recognizing and talking about their feelings. 
Benefits
· Forces students to think

· Forces students to defend their thinking (or at least explain it)

· Presents students with ideas of their peers

· Challenges students to rethink their initial ideas

· Gets students up and moving around

· It is fun

Challenges

· Can require that ground rules are set up in advance

· Teacher must be skilled with strategy to make sure that there is a safe environment for idea sharing

· Students can get rowdy

· There must be adequate space in the classroom

· Statements must be written carefully in advance

· It takes more time than other strategies

Variation

One variation on this strategy “vote with your feet” gets students up and moving in the same way.  The teacher puts up four different colors of paper in each corner of the classroom.  The teacher asks questions (which could range from simple voting such as who brought their lunch? to complex questions such as what is the best form of government? A) monarchy, B) representative democracy, etc.)  After being given time to think, students move to the corner of the room that corresponds with their thinking.  The question and different answers are matched with the different colors on the board, overhead or projector screen.  
Note: This variation doesn’t necessarily result in critical thinking.

