INST 2403
The Sun’s Properties

In the lecture we have learned about the Sun’s properties and how scientists were able to
discover them. To help you internalize and retain this information, I want you to revisit the main
issues by answering the following questions.

1. How do we know how big the sun is?
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2. How do we know how much mass the sun has?
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3. What is the Sun made of?
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4, How do we know that?
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5. What is the temperature of the sun on its surface and how do we know?
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6. What is the temperature of the sun at its center and how do we know?
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7. Is the pressure of the sun higher at its center or its surface? Explain how you know. Use an
analogy: water pressure experienced when scuba diving.
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8. Based on your answers above: Is the sun's core denser, less dense or has the same density
compared to regions close to its surface?
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9. How do we know that the sun produces energy?
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10. How can we measure or compute how much energy the sun produces?
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11. What are the outer layers of the sun?
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12. How can we observe them?
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