Critique Form

Your Name: ________________________    Name of Author:___________________________

Title of Paper:__________________________________________________________________

Your job here is to offer constructive and substantive comments on the style and content of the paper.  Offer comments that will help the author think about both the strengths and weaknesses of the draft.  Listen to the writer’s plan and respond to it, but also look beyond the writer’s plan to something that may have been overlooked.  You should put forth a good-faith effort in reading and responding to the draft, and ask probing and thoughtful questions.  Your goal is to push the author to improve the draft.

The paper you are critiquing is supposed to be a thesis defense paper.  Accordingly, it is important that the author has clearly stated a thesis (preferably in the first paragraph).  In one or two sentences state the thesis of the paper, as you understand it.  (If you can’t find a thesis, this is a problem the author needs to fix.)

Briefly summarize the argument offered in defense of the thesis, being sure to identify clearly the premises being relied on.

Offer some constructive criticisms of the thesis and the argument(s) offered in its defense.  That is, to the extent the thesis itself is unclear, help to clarify it; to the extent that the argument offered in its defense is uncompelling try to bolster it; to the extent that there is an important objection not considered by the author, explain it; and to the extent that the author has misunderstood the theories and positions relevant to the argument, help them to understand it.

Suggest, in concrete terms, some ways to improve the style and presentation of the paper.

