Philosophy 210/310: Early Modern Philosophy

Winter Quarter, 2002

Course Home Page:

http://www.otterbein.edu/home/fac/ANDPMLLS/EarlyModern/EMHomepage.htm
Course Overview and Objectives 
This is a course in the history of European philosophy from the middle of the 17th Century to the late 18th Century, one of the most fertile periods of philosophic thought in the history of Western Civilization.  We will focus our attention on five of the most important philosophers of the time:  Rene Descartes (French, 1596-1650), Gottfried Leibniz (German, 1646-1716), John Locke (English, 1632-1704), George Berkeley (Irish, 1685-1753), and David Hume (Scots, 1711-1776). We will also be reading selections from some other important philosophers and scientists of the period including Nicolas Malebranche, Robert Boyle, and Pierre Bayle.

The primary goal of this course is to gain an appreciation of the ideas and arguments of these philosophers, and to see how the views they gave voice to remain prominent in our thinking about the world to the present day.  A secondary, but no less important goal, is to develop the critical thinking and writing skills essential to success in any philosophy class.  It is my hope that you leave this class a better philosopher yourself, not just someone who knows something about what these other folks have said.  We shall spend a good deal of time interacting with the assigned texts, and doing so serves both goals: it is only by responding to what these philosophers have written that we will come to understand their positions, and by engaging in a philosophic conversation with them we will hone our critical skills.  The reading for this course is, at times, quite difficult, but with the help of the professor and the other students, and with a good deal of effort on your own part, you will come out of this class with a deeper appreciation of  Western philosophical thought, and Western culture in general.

Philosophical method requires a close critical reading of the texts, and this is a skill which will serve you in other disciplines as well as in other philosophy classes.

Instructor Information

Prof. Andrew P. Mills

Office: Towers 323

Office Phone: 823-1368

Winter Quarter Office Hours: M, W, F 1-2 and by appointment.

E-mail: amills@otterbein.edu

Texts

There is one textbook for this class:

Rogier Ariew and Eric Watkins (eds), Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary Sources

There are also some required readings on closed reserve at the library.  You may want to get over there early to make photocopies for yourself.  

If you are registered for Philosophy 310, there is an additional required text:


Anthony Savile, Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Leibniz and the Mondaology

Course Requirements

This is a text-based course, and it is imperative that you do the assigned reading (preferably twice) before coming to class each day.  If you don't do the reading, you will not learn the material, and you will find the lectures much more difficult to follow.  I have provided a number of study questions to help you focus your reading on the important themes.  If I see that students are not doing the reading, I may start having pop reading quizzes.

Because we will be reading these texts very closely, it is imperative that you bring your books to class each day.  There may be times where I ask you to read from the text, or to gather in groups to examine a bit of text, and you need to have your book with you to do this.

The second imperative is that you have an email account, and regular, reliable access to the internet.  Email is the best and quickest way I know of to communicate with all of you, and for you all to communicate with each other.  I will post handouts and assignments and new study questions to the course website, and you should get in the habit of checking it daily.  If you do not have an email account, visit the Information Technology department, and get set up.  It is easy to do, and it is free.

Here's a breakdown of the graded work for the course.  Following this breakdown is a fuller description of each of the graded requirements

First Paper
15%

Second Paper
25%

Take-Home Midterm
20%

Final Exam
25%

Curriculum-related Campus Events
5%

Participation
10%

Papers

The first paper will be short (500-750 words) and will be on an assigned topic. Due date is indicated in the schedule of readings and assignments.  The second paper will be longer (1000-1200 words) and I will give you a selection of topics to choose from. You may, with prior approval from me, write on a topic of your choice.  Students enrolled in Phil 310 will write their second paper on a topic from our discussion of Leibniz (see below), and the paper should be in the 1500-2000 word range (6-8 pages)

Take Home Midterm

There will be a take home midterm consisting of some medium-length essay questions.  The due date is on the schedule of readings and assignments.

Final Exam

The final exam will be a cumulative exam.  It will be in-class, and will require you to write mid-length essays on central texts from the course of the quarter.  I will provide a study guide as the end of the quarter approaches.  So that you can get a sense of the form of the final exam, the study guide from last year’s final exam is posted on the course web site  The final exam for this class will be the same in format, though will feature different texts.

Curriculum-related Campus Events

You must attend at least three lectures, performances, or other curriculum-related events on campus.  You must bring me evidence that you attended the event, along with a one-page reaction paper to this event.  This must be given to me at the class meeting immediately following the event.  Attendance at sporting events does not count, but attendance at musical events and theatrical performances does.

Participation

This portion of your grade includes both attendance and your active participation in the class. If you have to miss class, please notify me ahead of time.  In cases where you are missing class for an officially excusable reason, please bring the relevant notes to me.  If you are going to miss more than 5 classes during the quarter, you should think about dropping the class.  For if you miss that many classes, it is not the case that you have actually taken the course.  If there are going to be persistent attendance worries, please see me and we can try to make some arrangements.  It is important that you show up having done the readings.  If I notice that students are not doing the readings, I may give some unannounced reading quizzes.

Friday Meetings

On most Fridays during the quarter, the class will split up into two groups: those registered for Phil 210 and those registered for Phil 310.  One of the groups will meet with me in class and the other group will be expected to be working on class topics, studying, reviewing the readings, etc. on their own.  Which Fridays your group needs to be in class is indicated on the Reading Schedule.  In the Phil 310 group we will be dealing in-depth with Leibniz' philosophy as deveoped in his Monadology.  In the Phil 210 group we will pursue in greater depth some of the questions regarding human nature that arise in our discussion of this philosophical period.  Students are, of course, free to come to the other groups' meetings if they want. (That is, students enrolled in Phil 210 can get the extra Leibniz book and come to the Phil 310 meetings. This does not, however, excuse them from attending the Phil 210 meetings.  And similarly for the Phil 310 students.)

Opportunities for Extra Credit 
If you attend more than the three required events, you may earn extra credit.  You may earn up to 3 points (on a 100 point scale) of extra credit during the course of the term by attending academic talks and turning in a one-page summary of, reaction to, or discussion of the talk.  You will receive one point for each talk you attend, up to a maximum of 3 points.  You may attend any on-campus lecture, play or musical performance (athletic events do not count), or, if you wish, an off-campus lecture (at OSU, for instance).  The written discussion should be turned in during the class session immediately following the event, and should include the name of the speaker and the title of the talk.

Policies on Attendance, Late Papers, and Grades

Attendance

In addition to affecting the participation portion of your grade, failing to attend will likely affect the other components of your grade, since if you miss class you will likely not come to understand the material as well as you would if you attend class.  If you do come to class, please make every effort to arrive at class on time.  It is terribly rude, not to mention disruptive, disrespectful, and distracting to your colleagues and to me, to walk in after class has begun.  I expect all of us (that includes me) to be in the room and ready to go at the scheduled hour.

Late Work

Work turned in late without prior approval from me will be dealt with as I see fit.  I do not feel obligated to give extensive comments on late work, so if you want comments on your papers, please turn them in on time.  Consult the schedule of readings and assignments for due dates.

What grades mean

A Excellent  An ‘A’ is awarded for original insight, sound reasoning and the ability to evaluate the scope of the material studied. In addition, an ‘A’ indicates sensitivity to the important issues and an ability to carry on philosophical thinking beyond the confines of the text.  In the case of written work, lucid, grammatically correct prose and clear organization are necessary to receive a grade in the A range.  An ‘A’ on a paper is like a rating of five stars on a movie—it is really something special.

B Good  A ‘B’ reflects an interpretive skill and a clear understanding of the meaning and interrelatedness of the course materials.  A ‘B; indicates the ability to report the views of the others in one’s own words with no glaring flaws, errors, or misunderstandings.  In the case of written work, ‘B’ papers include generally readable prose, which does not include too much irrelevant information or discussion off the assigned topic.

C Fair  A ‘C’ indicates a thorough familiarity with basic course materials.  Work which receives a ‘C’ does more or less what was assigned, though is unable to move beyond the texts in any significant way (e.g., unable to clearly render in one’s own words the views of others).  In the case of written work, ‘C’ papers have numerous grammatical, spelling, stylistic, or organizational errors which make it difficult to understand written work, and/or significant forays into the realm of the irrelevant.

D Poor  A ‘D’ reflects only a minimal grasp of course material.  ‘D’ work exhibits serious factual errors and misunderstandings, and usually fails to accomplish the assigned task.

F Failure  An ‘F’ is assigned for failing work, and indicates a lack of interest in the course and/or an ability to handle it.  Work not handed in, or turned in late without the proper permission, will receive an ‘F’.

Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty

The following is the College policy on plagiarism and cheating. It can be found in the Campus Life Handbook on pp. 61-2.  Plagiarized work will receive an ‘F’, and will be reported to the Academic Dean’s office.  You should review this statement, as well as the discussion of plagiarism in The Blair Handbook (especially pp. 251-55).

It is necessary to ascertain with accuracy an individual’s strengths and weaknesses in order to prepare a proper academic program for students and to evaluate their work. Thus the “high standard of personal integrity” in the classroom means that an individual will not receive credit for work which is not their own. In the taking of examinations, any attempt to receive assistance from persons, papers, or printed materials without the permission of the faculty member constitutes dishonesty. This definition applies not only to activities within the examination room, but also any attempt to obtain beforehand copies of examination questions without the faculty member's consent, including attempts to obtain them from students taking the exam at an earlier time during the year. In short, all such unauthorized procedures constitutes dishonesty. A student who willingly provides assistance not condoned by the College to another student is also in violation, whether or not the student providing the assistance has completed the examination.

In preparing essays, reports, and other out-of-class projects, any use of the words or ideas of someone else as though they were one's constitutes plagiarism. This definition applies to the use of both printed and unprinted sources, including the work of other students or faculty. To avoid plagiarism, all borrowed materials must be fully documented. Direct quotations, however small, must be placed in quotation marks or indented beyond the regular margins, and their sources must be clearly identified. Ideas or arguments not directly quoted but paraphrased must also be documented; merely altering the wording does not make their substance a student's own work. Facts, formulas, and other types of information which are widely known and considered common knowledge in a field do not always require documentation, but a student may not falsely claim the independent derivation or observation of such materials, nor borrow without acknowledgment someone else's special arrangement or use of it. When in doubt, the student should consult a member of the faculty. If acceptable methods of documenting borrowed materials are not clear, the student is to consult beforehand with the faculty member who will receive the finished work.

The use of an identical or nearly identical piece of work to fulfill requirements in more than one course without the knowledge of the faculty members involved constitutes dishonesty. If a student wishes to prepare a single piece of work for more than one course, the written permission of both faculty members must be secured beforehand. If a student wishes to submit a revised version of an earlier piece of work, written permission must be secured beforehand and the earlier version must be submitted along with the final version. When in doubt, a student should check with the faculty member.

Where evidence indicates a violation of this standard, action pertaining to a given course grade or removal from class participation may be taken at the discretion of the professor, but only after consultation with the student. The student may appeal such action through the Vice President for Academic Affairs to the Appeals Council.

The professor is encouraged to submit evidence of cheating and plagiarism to the confidential file maintained in the office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs. A second violation will be reviewed by the Judicial Council and may subject the student to suspension or dismissal as determined by the Council.

One Last Thing about Reading and Writing Philosophy

You will notice that there is a fair bit of writing in this class.  One cannot learn philosophy via multiple choice exams, but one must learn it by writing. The writing is spread out over the quarter, so it should not be too onerous.  If you can write well, you can think well.  Toward this end, let me encourage you to obtain, or have at your ready disposal, a good dictionary and a writer's aide, such as The Elements of Style by Strunk and White. You all should have copies of The Blair Handbook, and that will serve as well.  (Especially Chapter 9, “Arguing Positions”) You will find these to be invaluable tools not only for this class, but for any class in which you are required to write essays. As you can tell from the above elaboration of the grades, “grammar counts”. If your writing is sloppy, your reader cannot figure out what it is you are trying to say, and, as a result, you will likely get a low grade. In the age of computers and spell-checkers, there is no excuse for misspellings, but do not rely on spell-checkers alone. Proof-read your papers. You might find it helpful, when proof-reading, to read your paper aloud; often times one’s ear can catch awkward prose better than one’s eye can.  Everyone who writes should read George Orwell's “Politics and the English Language”.  If you haven't, or want to review, you can access it from the George Orwell site which is linked on my personal home-page.

If you are confronting philosophical texts for the first time, this will be a difficult, but not onerous, experience.  Almost every reading selection needs to be read more than once.  And not with a highlighter pen.  Take notes with a pen or pencil.  Don’t simply underline, as this will be of almost no help to you.  If you don’t understand what you are reading, write down what obstacle you are confronting.  Be an active reader. Talk back to the text.  Ask it (and me!) questions.  If there is a word you don’t know, look it up in a dictionary.  You will become better at reading philosophy once you start writing philosophy, so start writing as soon as you can.

Reading Schedule

Week I

January
7
Course Introduction



Movie: “Is Reason a Source of Knowledge?”


9
René Descartes, Meditation I (pp. 27-30)


11 
René Descartes, Meditation II (pp. 30-34)

Week II


14 
René Descartes, Meditation III (pp. 34-41)


16
René Descartes, Meditation III finished


18
Phil 210 Group: The Matrix
Week III


21
NO CLASS—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day


23
René Descartes, Meditation VI


25
First Paper Due (Prof. Mills may be out of town today—we shall see)

Week IV


28
Nicolas Malebranche, The Search After Truth Book VI, Part Two, Chapter 3 (pp. 401-404)



Gottfried Leibniz, from A New System of Nature (pp. 232, second column, from the paragraph that begins, “After I established these things…” to the end of the selection on p. 234)



Pierre Bayle, from the entry ‘Rorarius’ in his Historical and Critical Dictionary (handed out in class)



Gottfried Leibniz, ‘Clarification of the Difficulties which Mr. Bayle Has Found in the New System of the Union of Soul and Body’ (handed out in class)


30
Robert Boyle, Of the Excellency and Grounds of the Corpuscular or Mechanical Philosophy, pp. 262-269



John Locke, Essay, Book II, i-vi (pp. 276-284)

February
1
Phil 310 Group

Week V


4
John Locke, Essay, Book II, viii & xxiii (pp. 285-90; 312-320)


6
John Locke, Essay, Book II, xxvii (pp. 320-29)


8 
Phil 210 Group: Personal Identity

Week VI


11
John Locke, Essay, Book I (pp. 270-276)


13
George Berkeley, Three Dialogues, Preface & First Dialogue, 1-118 (pp. 413-423 to the end of the first column)


15
Phil 310 Group

Week VII


18
George Berkeley, Three Dialogues, First Dialogue, finish (pp.423-433)



Principles of Human Knowledge, Part I, 1-24 (pp. 470-476)


20
George Berkeley, Three Dialogues, Second Dialogue (pp. 433-443)



Principles of Human Knowledge, 25-33 (pp. 476-477)


22
Phil 210 Group

Week VIII


25
George Berkeley, Three Dialogues, Third Dialogue 1-23 (pp. 443-447)



Principles of Human Knowledge 137-45 (on web)


27
David Hume, Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding I-III (pp. 491-499)

March
1
Phil 310 Group
Week IX


4
David Hume, Inquiry, IV (pp. 499-506)


6
David Hume, Inquiry, V (pp. 506-512)


8
Phil 310 Group

Week X


11
Wesley Salmon, “An Encounter with David Hume” (on reserve at the library)


13
David Hume, Inquiry, VIII (pp. 522-532)


15
Phil 210 Group: Free Will

Exam Week

Tuesday
19
Final Exam 8:00-10:00

